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JaKymberlie Barnes 
 
In March 2020, JaKymberlie 
was working as a school 
secretary for Metro Nashville 
Public Schools when a 
tornado tore through 
Nashville, followed closely by 
the pandemic. During that 
time she also worked as a 
part-time childcare assistant 
while earning her master’s 
degree. When the schools 
shut down because of the 
pandemic, she lost her school 
job. The mother of two 
daughters, ages 11 and 9, 
found herself in a precarious 

situation, living on severely reduced income for months. But she had been in tough spots before. “I 
became a mother at 19 and had my second daughter at 21. Having children is such a blessing and they 
inspired me to push through the times I wanted to give up.”  
 
JaKymberlie relates that it took seven years as a single mother to earn her bachelor degree in criminal 
justice, with a minor in psychology. A year later she enrolled at Lipscomb University where she completed 
her master’s degree in school counseling in August of 2020, amidst the chaos of job loss and a pandemic. 
She immediately went to work with Williamson County Schools where she is now a high school counselor. 
She is learning Spanish, so she can teach that as well, and she says, more importantly, after 10 years, it is 
time to become a homeowner. While attending college, she took “homebuying classes because I knew 
one day when I finished my studies, my next goal was to become a homeowner.”  
 
JaKymberlie doesn’t feel their current neighborhood is safe for her daughters. A teenage boy was fatally 
shot on his porch nearby and there is drug trafficking and car break-ins frequently. She learned about 
Habitat’s homeownership program when she overheard a conversation and realized it might be her best 
chance at more stability and a safer environment for her family. “It is sad when an educator’s salary isn’t 
enough to own a home, especially when you have a family,” she says. To her sponsors she says, “Thank 
you for helping me with my homeownership journey. I couldn’t do it without you!” 


